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Understanding Umrah and Hajj 
 

Part 1 – Al Masjid ul Haraam 
 

The Features of Al Masjid ul Haraam 

 
Question 

Number 
Question 

Answer 

Page 

1 What does Al Masjid ul Haraam mean in English? 8 

2 Where is Al Masjid ul Haraam and what does it surround? 8 

3 What is the Ka’bah? 9 

4 
Were Ibrahim   ؑ  and Isma’il   ؑ  the first Prophets to build the Ka’bah?  

Explain your answer. 
9 

5 
How old was Our Prophet  when the clans of Makkah reconstructed 

the Ka’bah? 
9 

6 
Has renovation work been carried out to the Ka’bah?   

Explain your answer. 
9 

7 
Name two famous people who reconstructed the Ka’bah after Our 

Prophet  passed away. 
9 

8 What continues to be carried out to the Ka’bah to this day? 9 

9 What is another name for the Ka’bah? (Arabic and English) 9 

10 Why is the Ka’bah important to Muslims? 9 

11 What is the most holiest place in Islam? 9 

12 What is the translation of Al Hajar ul Aswad in English? 10 

13 Where does Al Hajar ul Aswad originate from? 10 

14 

State what Muslims do to Al Hajar ul Aswad.  

(List the three options in order of accessibility) 

What happens when a person does this? 

10 

15 What is the history behind the colour of Al Hajar ul Aswad? 10 

16 Which corner of the Ka’bah is the Al Hajar ul Aswad in? 10 

17 What is Al Hajar ul Aswad encased in? 10 

18 
In your own words, explain the incident of how Our Prophet  settled 

the disagreement regarding the Black Stone. 
10 

19 Why had the Black Stone been temporarily removed? 10 

20 What is the Hateem? 11 

21 
“The Hateem is a semi-circular wall.”  

Explain why this statement is incorrect. 
11 

22 Why was the Hateem built instead of the complete Ka’bah?   11 

   23 

 

When the Quraish reconstructed the Ka’bah, what did they agree to use 

to fund the construction? 
11 

24 Why did the Quraish give up construction of about six yards of the 11 
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original ancient Ka’bah? 

25 Why did the Quraish build a semi-circular wall? 11 

26 What can be said of a person who performs Salaah in the Hateem? 11 

27 What is the Maqaamu Ibrahim? 12 

28 What is imprinted on the stone? 12 

29 Nowadays, where is the Maqaamu Ibrahim situated? 12 

30 What has the stone been placed in? 12 

31 What is Safaa and Marwah? 12 

32 What do pilgrims do at Safaa and Marwah? 12 

33 Where does the water spring of ZamZam originate? 13 

34 Nowadays, what is the ZamZam spring in the form of? 13 

35 What is the Multazam? 13 

36 
What is it Sunnah to do at the Multazam?  

What is accepted here?  
13 

 

Places to visit in Makkah 
 

37 What is the name of the graveyard in Makkah? 16 

38 Where is the graveyard of Makkah located? 16 

39 Which wife of Our Prophet  is buried in Jannatul Mu’allah? 16 

40 Where is the Cave of Hiraa’ located? 16 

41 Why would Our Prophet  go to the Cave of Hiraa’? 16 

42 What famous incident took place in the Cave of Hiraa’? 16 

43 Where is the Cave of Thaur located? 16 

44 What is the Cave of Thaur famous for? 16 

45 What is the Mathaful Haramain and where is it located? 16 

46 What can be found in Mathaful Haramain? 16 

47 What is the Kiswah? And where is the Kiswah factory located? 16 

48 
Where is the birthplace of Our Prophet  located and what has it now 

been converted into? 
16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 2 - Umrah 



 
 

3 

 

Introduction:  
 

49 What is the literal meaning of Umrah? 18 

50 In Islam, what is Umrah? 18 

51 
What will Allah do to a person who supplicates to Him and seeks His 

forgiveness whilst performing Hajj or Umrah? 
18 

52 What is the reward of performing Umrah during Ramadhan? 18 

53 
On which days of the year can Umrah not be performed? 

What can only be performed on these days? 
18 

 

Important Terminology 
 

54 What does Halq mean? 20 

55 What is the Haram? 20 

56 What does Idhtiba’ mean? 20 

57 What is the Ihraam? 20 

58 What does Istilaam mean? 21 

59 What is the Meeqaat? 21 

60 What does Qasr mean? 21 

61 What does Raml mean? 21 

62 What is Sa’ee? 21 

63 Where does a pilgrim perform Sa’ee? 21 

64 What does Tawaaf mean? 21 

65 
How many times does a person need to encircle the Ka’bah to perform the 

Tawaaf? 
21 

 



 
 

4 

 

Ihraam 
 

66 What is the literal meaning of Ihraam? 24 

67 In Islam, what is Ihraam? 24 

68 
What do many things, which were lawful, become upon a person when 

they enter into the state of Ihraam? 
24 

69 From where does a person need to enter into the state of Ihraam? 24 

70 
Which category of people must enter into the state of Ihraam before the 

Meeqaat, if they intend to go to Makkah for Umrah or Hajj? 
24 

71 What else is the term Ihraam used for? 25 

72 What is the Ihraam for men? Explain in detail. 25 

73 What body parts must a male pilgrim not cover whilst they are in Ihraam? 25 

74 Which type of footwear is a male pilgrim not permitted to wear? 25 

75 What is the Ihraam for women? 25 

76 List the (5 step) method of entering into the state of Ihraam. 25 

77 
Once they have entered into the state of Ihraam, what should a pilgrim 

recite as much as possible? 
25 

78 
List any five acts which are prohibited/not allowed whilst in the state of 

Ihraam. 
26 

79 Which type of clothing is prohibited for men in Ihraam? 26 

80 

If a prohibited act is committed in Ihraam, then depending on the act 

committed, the pilgrim will have to do one of three things to 

compensate/make up for their error.  

What are these three things? 

26 

 

6 Steps of Performing Umrah 
 

81 List the six steps of performing Umrah. 29 

82 What must men carry out during Tawaaf? 29 

83 
Is it necessary to perform the two Raka’aat of Tawaaf directly behind 

Maqaamu Ibrahim? Explain. 
29 

84 When can a person remove the Ihraam? 29 
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Tawaaf 
 

85 What does Tawaaf mean? 31 

86 Is Wudhu’ necessary for Tawaaf? 31 

87 What should pilgrims engage themselves in whilst doing Tawaaf? 31 

88 List the five step method of performing Tawaaf. 31 

89 Who must perform Raml and Idhtiba’ ? 31 

90 In which Tawaaf will Raml and Idhtiba’ only be performed? 31 

 

Sa’ee 
 

91 What is Sa’ee? 32 

92 Where do pilgrims commence and end their Sa’ee? 32 

93 What kind of an act is Sa’ee in Umrah? 32 

94 What is Meelayn Akhdharayn? 32 

95 In which area is Meelayn Akhdharayn located? 32 

96 Nowadays, what is Meelayn Akhdharayn indicated by? 32 

97 What is done at the Meelayn Akhdharayn and by whom? 32 

 

 

Faraaidh and Waajibaat of Umrah 
 

98 What does Fardh mean? What is the plural of Fardh? 35 

99 What will happen if a Fardh act is missed out in Umrah? 35 

100 State the two Faraaidh of Umrah. 35 

101 What does Waajib mean? What is the plural of Waajib? 35 

102 
If a person leaves out a Waajib act in Umrah, intentionally or 

unintentionally, will their Umrah be complete or incomplete? 
35 

103 If a Waajib act is missed out in Umrah, what must be done? 35 

104 State the two Waajibaat of Umrah. 35 
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Part 3 – Hajj 
 

Introduction 
 

105 In Islam, what does Hajj mean? 38 

106 In which month and on which dates is Hajj performed? 38 

107 How many times is it Fardh (compulsory) to perform Hajj? 38 

108 
What is the ruling of a Muslim who has the ability to perform Hajj but does 

not do so? 
38 

109 

What has Our Prophet  said of a person who is not stopped by a 

compulsion, a tyrant ruler or a serious illness but dies without performing 

Hajj? 

39 

110 
From Adam   ؑ  until Ibrahim   ؑ , what did the prophets and their followers 

only perform? 
39 

111 When did Hajj, with all its rituals as we know it today, become Fardh? 39 

112 In which period did the rituals of Hajj remain the same, despite the fact 

that people started worshipping idols? 
39 

113 State the story from which the Talbiyah originates from. 40 

 

Conditions that make Hajj Fardh 
 

114 Which 7 conditions have to be met for Hajj to become Fardh? 42 

115 Will Hajj be Fardh on a person who does not meet any one of the seven 

conditions? 
42 

116 What will happen if a person delays their Hajj without a valid Islamic 

reason? 
42 

117 The person going to Hajj must be financially independent.  

What does this mean? 
43 

 

118 

Is Hajj Fardh on a person who has the funds to travel to and from Makkah 

and to the various places visited during Hajj, but they do not have the 

funds to go to Madinah? 

43 

119 Who is a Mahram? Give two examples to explain your answer. 43 

120 Will a female who is unable to find a Mahram to accompany her for Hajj be 

sinful for not performing Hajj? What must she do? 
43 
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Important Terminology 
 

121 What does Haji mean? State the English term and explanation. 46 

122 What does Jamaraat mean and how many are there?  46 

123 What does performing Ramee mean? 46 

124 When does a person perform Tawaaf uz Ziyaarah? 46 

125 What does Wuqoof mean? 46 

 

The Days of Hajj 
 

126 Where do pilgrims go to on the 8
th 

of Dhul Hijjah? 48 

127 What do pilgrims do on the 8
th

 of Dhul Hijjah? 48 

128 Which is the first place pilgrims go to on the 9
th

 of Dhul Hijjah? 48 

129 What do pilgrims do in the 1
st

 location on the 9
th

 of Dhul Hijjah? 48 

130 Which is the second place pilgrims go to on 9
th

 of Dhul Hijjah? 48 

131 What do pilgrims do in the 2
nd

 location on the 9
th

 of Dhul Hijjah? 48 

132 Which place do pilgrims stay at from 10
th

 to 13
th

 of Dhul Hijjah? 49 

133 List, in order, the 4 main actions pilgrims perform on the 10
th

 of Dhul 

Hijjah. 
49 

134 What do pilgrims do on the 11
th

 to 13
th

 of Dhul Hijjah? 49 

 

The Three types of Hajj 
 

135 
Name the three types of Hajj in order of virtue (according to the Hanafi 

School of Fiqh). 
52 

136 Explain each type of Hajj. 52 

137 What is the difference between Qiraan andTamattu’ ? 52 

138 
Which act will a pilgrim performing Tammatu’ carry out to release their 

Ihraam? 
52 

139 
Where will a pilgrim performing Tamattu’ enter into the state of Ihraam 

from for Hajj? 
52 

140 In which type of Hajj will a pilgrim not perform Umrah? 52 

141 
Nowadays, which type of Hajj is the most commonly practiced amongst UK 

pilgrims? 
52 
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Faraaidh and Waajibaat of Hajj 
 

142 What will happen if a Fardh act is missed out in Hajj? 54 

143 List the three Faraaidh of Hajj. 54 

144 If a person leaves out a Waajib act in Hajj, intentionally or unintentionally, 

will their Hajj be complete or incomplete? 
54 

145 If a Waajib act is missed out in Hajj, what must be done? 54 

146 List the six Waajibaat of Hajj. 54 

147 Sacrificing an animal is only necessary for which pilgrim? 54 

148 What is Tawaaf ul Wadaa’? 54 

 

The Purpose and Benefits of Hajj 
 

149 Hajj has many spiritual benefits.  What does this mean? 56 

150 How does Hajj remove greed and love of wealth from a person? 56 

151 How does Hajj remove pride and create humbleness in a person? 56 

152 Hajj has many social benefits.  What does this mean? 56 

153 How does Hajj promote equality? 56 

154 How does Hajj create love and unity? 56 
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Part 4 - Ziyaarah 

 

Introduction 
 

155 What does Ziyaarah mean? 59 

156 State any three facts regarding the city of Madinah. 59 

157 At what age did Our Prophet  migrate to Madinah? 59 

158 For how many years did Our Prophet  live in Madinah? 59 

159 What is the literal meaning of Al-Madinah? 59 

160 What was the previous name of the city of Madinah? 59 

161 
Madinah previously had another name; why did Our Prophet  change this 

name?  
59 

162 
What did Our Prophet  change the name to?  

Mention both the Arabic and English meaning. 
59 

163 What was the name later changed to? 59 

164 
When a person undertakes the journey to Madinah to visit the grave of 

Our Prophet , what does it show they have towards Our Prophet ? 
59 

165 Mention a virtue of visiting the resting place of Our Prophet . 60 

166 
When a person performs Salaah in Masjid un Nabawi, how many times 

does the reward for Salaah increase by? 
60 

 

Important Terminology 
 

167 What is Masjid un Nabawi ? 62 

168 Where is Riyadh ul Jannah? 62 

169 Where is the Rawdhah? 62 

170 
What does Shafaa’ah mean?  

Mention both the Englsih term and explanation. 
62 
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Guidelines for Ziyaarah 

171 
Should a person visit Madinah before performing Hajj or after performing 

Hajj?  Explain your answer. 
64 

172 What is meant by an optional Hajj ?  64 

173 What intention should be made when visiting Madinah? 64 

174 
What can a person do to ensure they are in a clean state when entering 

Madinah/Masjid un Nabawi? 
64 

175 What should be recited continuously on the journey to Madinah? 64 

176 With which foot must a person enter the Masjid? 64 

177 
After entering Masjid un Nabawi, which special place should a person go to 

first and what should they do there? 
64 

178 What is Tahiyyatul Masjid? When must it not be performed? 64 

179 
After offering two Raka’aat Tahiyyatul Masjid, what must a person spend a 

few moments doing? 
64 

180 Where should a person face when invoking Salaam on Nabi ?  66 

181 In which voice should a person convey their Salaam? 66 

182 
After conveying Salaam to Our Prophet , what should a person request 

for from Our Prophet ? 
66 

183 
After conveying their own Salaam, whose Salaam can the person also 

convey to Our Prophet ? 
66 

184 Which two companions are buried in the graves next to Our Prophet ? 66 

185 
After conveying Salaam to Our Prophet , where should a person move to 

and to whom should they convey Salaam to here? 
66 

186 

After conveying Salaam to this esteemed companion of Our Prophet , 

where should a person move to next and to whom should they convey 

Salaam to here? 

66 

187 Where will the person move to next and to who will he convey Salaam to? 66 

188 Facing Our Prophet  once again, what will the person do? 66 

189 
When invoking Salaam on Our Prophet , what is the minimum a person is 

required to say? 
66 

190 List any four things a person should avoid when invoking Salaam. 67 
 

Places to Visit in Madinah 
 

191 What is Jannat ul Baqee’ ? 70 

192 Why is Masjid ul Qubaa’  important for Muslims? 70 

193 What is the reward of performing two Raka’aat Salaah in Masjid ul Qubaa’? 70 

194 On which day was it the habit of Our Prophet  to visit Masjid ul Qubaa’? 70 

195 Where is Uhud located? 70 

196 What took place at Uhud during the time of Our Prophet ? 70 

197 Nowadays, what can be visited at Uhud? 70 
 


