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Definite and Indefinite Nouns

Just as nouns are (for example) masculine and feminine, they are also grouped into:

£330 5 &3 4]

4

Note their respective definitions:

2 1
§ 535 23 yaal)
Indefinite Noun Definite (Proper) Noun
This noun does not refer to a specific This noun refers to a specific
person, object, or place. person, object, or place.
This noun will not contain the Nouns containing the definite
definite article and usually has a article () are definite.
Tanween.
Example: Example:
&y <Ll
A book. The book.
Referring to any book. Referring to a specific book.
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Notes:

e The above clearly demonstrates that the definite article and Tanween are two

opposites.

e They can never co-exist in a noun (i.e. be in a noun at the same time).

e [t is also important to remember that the definite article and Tanween never enter upon

a verb.

e Thus, the definite article and Tanween are (physical) signs of a word being a

noun.

e Just as the definite article is the sign of a definite noun, there are also several other
nouns that are considered as a definite noun. These are:

Examples Arabic definition Type of definite noun
BF‘ /C,j /44 );L:M; All personal pronouns | 1
50 150 §&U~;‘ ﬁwi All dgrmoﬁgztrzgtivel 2
U_Sjj | dgji $y15) L] All relative pronouns | 3
axbG [ 033 p.lf. All names of people. | 4
u&ﬂ | s pl’g All names of places. 5
L}_; )aJ‘ d;»[.’:.{ olaz The possessed. 6

Now that you are aware of the different types of definite nouns, you will be able to make a

variety of nominal sentences. The next section looks at this.

! These nouns are used to point towards a person or object.
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The subject (lux.) is mostly always a definite noun

pY)
c
5}

Py,
c
o}

: The subject (Tux) is mostly a definite (proper) noun.

: The predicate (-=) is mostly an indefinite noun (5,%).

Thus, the various categories of definite nouns all will qualify to be the subject (Tux).

Look at these examples:

3 2 1
Example 2 Example of subject and | Type of definite noun
predicate
5 , Personal pronoun 1
ek Bl CIEUET
| am a doctor. He is ill.
6 . 6 2 14 All demonstrative 2
S ACS RN NACIVRIeS pronouns
This is a car. This is a key.

9 s 8 P
aagG aalbi

Fatima is standing.

G
55003
Zaid is standing.

All names of people. | 3

)
§0223 300
London is far.

%
2.0 7 9 2
dl} 3 N2R
‘ LA <

Egypt is beautiful.

All names of places. | 4

®
LG W sl
z

Khalid’s food is delicious.

$ -4 Pl 27, ~
Ldus W elas
7

Zaid’s book 1s new.

The possessed. 5

Terminoloqy

2

1

Indefinite Noun

Definite Noun

e /'
52

rd

-

u

2 -

2 Names of places in Arabic are regarded as feminine.
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Conclusion

e The Subject is mostly a proper / definite noun.
e There are several different types of definite nouns.
e The predicate is mostly an indefinite noun.

2 1
)..«.> TM"
e /0 1 2 -
=) Ab 2R
2 o < 1
.é’gﬂ/ﬂ I > 2 - \ U‘
ks RSy
Sls ‘s Names of people. 2
&3 »b > iz
9 y _
6. . 5 Names of places. 3
P U s
g < s
5 35 &
6, ¢ v Demonstrative 4
o . Pronouns
9 ~
8 535 Y
Lo x-l2N 2~ >
(f 2 . e;u‘,) §VL«/;‘ PLMT
)
“_ - ;l i -
6 55 - s Personal Pronouns 5
NS g
I}
' g‘?)w '&'e ;‘ P [
9 /’
B a3 | Gy 3 Gl

3 Many names of people (in particular feminine names) and names of places CANNOT contain a Tanween. You will learn more
about this later on.
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Demonstrative Pronouns - Near

Feminine Masculine
T ¥ o=l3
This This S
ubu C)‘ §ES Az
. g Dual

Nominative Case

rd
’0' rd
u-A-’
-
”

Accusative / Genitive

Nominative Case

Accusative / Genitive

gﬂ)%-& These

CLS: Plural

Demonstrative Pronouns - Far

Feminine Masculine
&l &3 o> l3
That That STl
&40 &3 2585
Dual

Nominative Case

e

§=| .3"’

P

Accusative / Genitive

Nominative Case

Accusative / Genitive

K

é’iéj j Those

c:ks,' Plural

Terminoloqy:

9 . ‘/"
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Using Demonstrative Pronouns

Carefully note the difference in the following examples:

2 1
Incomplete Sentence Complete Sentence
22 1 RERCIAVS
This house ... This is a house.

- olasdl el Slas Els
That book ... That is a book.
éoLEJJ\ s . §&L§.:q 5
This car ... This is a car.

You will notice that examples such as ¢l lds are incomplete sentences that require a
predicate. Note the following where the predicate has been added.

1
Complete2 Sentence Incomplete Sentence
eiSesd i e e '
This house is near. This house ...
ol Bl & 58 . olasl BUis :
| read that that book. That book ...
. g.l;l;l A B A 5 3
This car is clean. This car ...
CRERUIEL < JEST Lolgiegs |
That book is new. That book ...
Elea s eI Gl B ACEIIR °
The student drove this car. This car ...
F s Vs g e das e G °
| entered in this house. This house ...

4 Note where the Kasra (to represent the genitive case) is placed.
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Extension

gl 5 eosaadl

Declinable & Indeclinable Nouns

Nouns are split into declinable and indeclinable.

Note the following definitions®:

2 1
o | sl |
Indeclinable Nouns Declinable Nouns
These are nouns that cannot These are nouns that can physically
physically accept a Dhamma, Fatha | accept a Dhamma, Fatha and Kasra.
and Kasra.

All the nouns we have covered so

Rather, they remain the “same” all far are declinable.

the time, and we assume there is a
(virtual) Dhamma etc.

Notes:

o All demonstrative pronouns are indeclinable (%).

e All personal pronouns are also indeclinable ().

e This means, although they can (for example) be in the nominative case, they will
not physically accept a Dhamma.

e Note and compare the following:

5 These definitions are suitable for beginners.
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1

rd
w 2~ ‘
Pz
rd

| 2

29 i

Indeclinable Declinable
Personal Pronouns Demonstrative
Pronouns
Wy 34 Ny 106 Mys 2l Vs
=
Nominative
We will look at P B 0%z P
pronouns in the l5s &153 ol &5 s
accusative and B
genitive case later ]
on. Accusative
Z ~ P [4 £ _
Note: 23J)
You cannot say: Genitive
92 j’[,i
v G
| read it.
2 1
x5l Y]
Indeclinable Declinable
Gl +o | &5 | 10a Qs [ eas [ 50s

Does not accept physical
Harakah.

Accepts Harakaat physically.
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Exercise 1

e Change the following nouns to dual form.

e You will be learning about this more in the next handout.

Dual Dual Singular
Accusative + Genitive Case Nominative Case
Chi] e CXs
g_}, /' - g\ L7 7 /' 7
B
- %2 2
, 3
s
n/l’/ 4
- § 7 o 5
6
W3
ol !
“l 8
) 9 ’0 ”~ 9
o R
s 10
11
sl
12
o
. 13
5

Syntax No. 10 | Alimiyyah | MFK
9|Page



Exercise 2

a) Change the following sentences into Dual form (for now you will use that Dual that
ends in “Alif Noon” — you will learn about this in more detail in the next handout).

b) Analyse each sentence and also determine why ¢l has been used.
¢) Do not forget to translate.

Dual Singular
Subject & Predicate

N U

............................

...........................................

...........................................

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

...........................................

Analyse (determine where each subject and predicate are) and translate:

z 5 - I I % 5
80 e s W GBS L Gsa 1
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Exercise 3

Change the following sentences into Dual (for now you will use that Dual that ends in
“Alif Noon” — you will learn about this in more detail in the next handout).
Analyse each sentence and also determine why you have used a particular case ending.

Do not forget to translate.

Dual

Singular

ol las

N

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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Exercise 4

1. Analyse each sentence and determine the components of the sentence.
2. As applicable, change the following sentences into Dual as well.
3. Do not forget to translate.

English Arabic

4] 4.7 1
L0300 54 3 8ls Al
ég c 2’ - e 1 2
$355 o2 38003 Gl
c 2e L Sier 14y 3
BICERCI IS JE-gNe
3 -8 ) 4
L133) oe £ 10
) . 5
-3—3—353'&33‘&3-\&-6
_ 6
555 0l 10
f’g/j_ AL f’f/ - .| 7
sl & 3 saxlf3sis
4 . ) 8
.;‘)J[é-,’ﬁb:\v&\qg@
6. p 9
305G &l
10

(’O/ P P

EVEUNE AU PN EIC
» 2. p 11

o) 50l &l

sshs salasys |
30 2akiall B 13
ERTEABPLA T 14
b 58 akadiats |
¢ (L) g,if;id.& 16

17

agd 2Ll e I8T 10
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Exercise 5

1. Analyse each sentence and determine the components of the sentence.
2. As applicable, change the following sentences into Dual as well.
3. Do not forget to translate.

English Arabic
folee s '
e blials |7
Ogisa o U By 4
SJEYs .
RWEERE HIAENE 0
A &l !
Bles B 580510 8
9[5[:3\@9 K gﬂ,u; A d
RC O ¥ PV
358 2 Epleg) &l 1

Practice reading without the Harakah:

PRI | Jl | o3 12
gl oS |
s pae e |
ol gl |
OV ERESNRY | FVS ey 16
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Vocabulary

The following words are a possessive compound.
Each word has an individual and literal meaning.

Both words together (in the form of a possessive compound) give a “new” or

“different” meaning.

Ensure you focus on the individual meaning of each word, as this will allow you to

appreciate the overall “new” meaning.

1 4 . Dentist
BIEA/ JUEN=
2 Ball
555
3 PP Football
,/od.ﬁj‘ ;}f
4 T2 Basketball
ale) 58
5 s Table tennis
20,8 §55
6 Ambulance
ol folig
7 RN Taxi
g};‘ é&(-fuﬁ
8 _ Carpark
AL sy P
9 Pencil
ua[.fp(/,%l—?
10 , < Fountain pen
> 4
11 et Room
ab <
12 PYPN. Bedroom
P e
13 Lo Dining room
sk Asx J
14 RUEPH. Living room
U;"i" e Sitting room
15 \ Prayer
§ ol y
16 \ Congregational prayer
22 s ,'j\g . greg pray
17 | Funeral prayer
25)[-03‘ 2. uneral praye
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18 \ Eclipse prayer
ey ) iﬂ h .’g - pse pray
19 \ Eid prayer
SEW[§ NS Py
20 ¢ | Night prayer
JEIAE antpray
21 , Meat
o3
22 . Beef
:n-v.fj\ 23]
23 . Pork
sl 583
24 T Station
25 . ¢ Railway station
B dhs d
26 22 80 Petrol station
27 . Lesson
B
28 .. s uran lesson
N3 s Q
29 . Reading lesson
521 5801 s J
30 . Hall
acG
31 s P Conference hall
uu\j.é..ﬁj.%j\ B
32 Exam hall
w\s ”‘j‘ éu"-b'
33 5y Office
34 , Post office
gé;ij\ s 38 4
35 Departure
€23 g
36 . Departure gate
57362l 4915 PTHE S
37 . Minister
)3
38 Gl 5355 Minister of defence
LN =3 Defence Minister
39 , Minister of finance
“ 3 - PP
9':’“"3‘ =22 Finance Minister
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