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The Adjectival Compound

Look at these examples:

Adjectival Compound

A tall man. 1

A small girl.

A big car.

An easy lesson.

The huge fire.
The red hat.

The new house.
The blue sky.

o N O o b~ WD

The above are all Adjectival Compounds.

What is an Adjectival Compound?

1. An adjectival compound is used to describe something or someone.

2. An adjectival compound will have at least 2 words. There could be more words (and
even sentences) as well.

3. In English, the adjective comes first. Look at the above examples.
4. In Arabic, the adjective comes AFTER the noun it is describing.

5. Just like the possessive compound, the adjectival compound is NOT a complete
sentence by itself. It is always part of a (complete) sentence.
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Look at these examples:

2 1
Adjectival Compound in a Adjectival Compound
sentence.

| saw a tall man. 1

A tall man.
Verb + Doer + Object

aysmbe s J b5 b
The new pen is broken. 2

The new pen.

Subject & Predicate

)D)TW'M

6. We use Adjectival Compounds every day in our conversations.

The Adjectival Compound in Arabic

1. In Arabic, the adjective comes after the noun that is being described.

2. Note the following:

Jisb dse

/N

Second First
Adjective Noun Qualified.
dh.o b o
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. The most important point to note is the Harakah (case ending): the adjective will
always follow the case ending (Harakah) of the noun qualified. In other words, the

2. always follows the case ending of the 3.4,

. Just like the possessed (w:laz), the Harakah of the noun qualified (e3z.%) will
depend on its position in a sentence.

. Because the adjective (2i,) comes first in English, we usually translate the
adjective first.

. The following is a conclusion of the rules regarding the adjectival compound:

Example Rule
g s | e The adjective follows the Harakah of the | Rule
S oid d) B noun qualified. 1
H tt house.
¢ wentfo a new nouse The Harakah of the Noun Qualified will depend
on its position in a sentence.
TN Rule
d"i'l’ J37 The adjective will follow the noun 2
, |8 ualified in being a3, and 5555 .
WERSINES | ) S
w 5 e [_:,w RU'G
Az B\ The adjective also follows the noun 3
qualified in gender.
/ Rule
L,))L’;l’ L;))ui'ff The adjective also follows the noun 4
qualified in number.
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Now look at the following examples:

2 1
é L g/ ; .
SERANVET 23 J3s5 U3¢ 2
The tall man The man A tall man Man
552808 1] e 5520 e dy el
The girl Girl
The house House
CELJOA[E A sl aad % rlia s7lix
The car Car
Now change the following to dual (nominative case).
43 2 - 8, S 0
2 @ s 2 6 ﬁ T 2 - 2 - 1
B EHEIE, E 51 I R NS PS B N7 Jisb dss
The two tall men Two tall men
TRRPL PO 2
§ 523al| V~MJ~}\ JES FCJORT
2 pd 1 2 7 e 3
Wizl ezdl WU e
- 2 I . R 1l P D P 4
4ad ;m” oA aag < 8784

Now practice the above examples in the accusative/genitive case.
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Remember:

e The adjectival compound is NOT a complete sentence.

e A common error is to confuse the adjectival compound with a complete sentence.
This results in incorrect translation.

Look at these examples:

Subject & Predicate Adjectival Compound
Complete sentence Incomplete sentence
M
¢ s 7 o off > @ o Bf{ 1
J3sB J1 3 358l S 3
The man is tall. The tall man
The girl is small. The small girl
Now look at the adjectival compound when it is in a sentence.
2 1
Adjectival
The Adjectival Compound in a sentence. Compound

Incomplete sentence

CJaB el s I

The tall man is ill.

-

R

15,8 Ja 50 LsBass |t
The tall man

f2a8) 22 s
zs}ju.aj‘ = ‘;”,

9 9 < 537
i §izaall el
The small girl is happy.

zs}égng‘ g,.i.;n 2

The small girl
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Now put the following into a sentence (as much as possible write a different sentence
structure for each):

The Adjectival Compound in a sentence. Adjectival Compound

Incomplete sentence
, 1 1
Wizl ezl

-

The....cveeeee e

The....ccooveeeeanaanan ..
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Conclusion

The Adjective
-~ % wn

rd

The adjective in Arabic is a “follower’” (0).

It follows the noun qualified in all aspects:

Number
Gender
Definiteness / Indefiniteness
Case ending

Terminology

U35 e ¥

/ N\

Adjective Noun Qualified
(g azs @il cpesall

Adjectival Compound
EEE IR S EY

! There is a total of five followers in Arabic. The adjective is the most common one of the five.
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Exercise 1 — The Adjectival Compound

Convert the following into an adjectival compound (note also the clear difference between
the latter and a complete sentence). Use the nominative case in your examples.

English Arabic
A small car. 1
The small car. 2
The car is small. 3
A big house. 4
The big house. 5
The house is big. 6
The new room. 7
A new room. 8
The room is new. 9
The fast horse. 10
The horse is fast. 11
Two broken pens. 12
The two broken pens. 13
The two old chairs. 14
Two old chairs. 15
The (two) pious Muslims. 16
The (two) Muslim helpers. 17
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Exercise 2 - The Adjectival Compound in a sentence

Analyse each sentence (determine the doer, predicate etc) and translate.

As relevant and appropriate, change each sentence (as demonstrated in some sentences) by
adding ¢)/ ¢§ etc and changing from singular to dual and vice versa.

English Arabic
TR 1
e SR 55 2
el g Ak 3

il G &S IS .
Lasl il o sl J25
gz iiesy |
u-uﬂ’\ 2\13[.:3\@9.1@,&3\ 8

uWﬁU‘w‘uw‘ ’
s gl e g) | 10
oA gligaaad gl Bl ol |

SERVEERN B CEN-p
sl gy lglislaadl |
Mbubwwuwu\wu 14
5 B3] gliigassdl glisdaadl s |

A\¢

12

\\’-—‘

Syntax No. 14 | Alimiyyah | MFK
9|Page



Exercise 3 - The Possessive & Adjectival Compounds

Analyse each sentence and translate. Ensure you identify the adjectival and possessive
compound and understand the reason of their respective Harakah (case ending).

English Arabic
S0 Glak e I35

Sl s alE
NCTCA[JOT-oA N ECT I

z =z

cwsadladips d) 1335808

2 P Zi _ 9
L5348 0303l 231 8
'/ “[~ 7 10
s 3401 23 )
- £\ 11
L33 fasll 03]
6 i 12
(Cs 0 23
9, < o - I z 13
3*’9“&’)‘ ;—"-.j\(/\ﬁ ui
. Z _ ., z "/ 14
55550 8 801 6 0GBl s 001 345
7% - > 9 .4 15
AL Casza s 13355
$ & MNs9%% -
A0 A ) 13285 5
g chid -2 _ 16
JERG F AN EE
Sl cazzs o
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Analyse each sentence and translate.

Exercise 4

Ensure you mention the individual meaning of the possessor and possessed.

This exercise also contains verbs from the ¢:i: ¢ pattern. Ensure you practice the
paradigm of the past and imperfect tenses.
English Arabic
&) 22014051 :
.o Eg)l §d;-’>-2u=’ 13485 2
Wsssh il e dsby |3
elor pliy Gl 3Rl )
B sl s adagsesdsy |3
ol enb oaisls °
ezl folea 5B Je i gses | ]
5,>’iwuuﬂ ;j’\j\w\ s |8
8kl b o &gl &0 ’
E ”uuj\ql, 13615 10
IR 11
JOS P TR VP 1V
s a2l ezl AU 4383 | 13
G il b pasds b B by nad | 14
sz az G O3A3Ed 15
5o Gl el e s g5 | 1
Al & 5 5201108 033305 v
18

cad gaaadl o dyasadl JBN 56
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Exercise 5 — English to Arabic

1. Analyse what each word would be in terms of grammar and then form the sentence.
2. Determine the meaning (translation) of each word individually.

| drank the cold milk. 1
......................... Wedrankthecowsmﬂk :
........................... Iwentmthegraveyard 3
...................... Wewemmtheblggraveyard y
......................... | amgomgwtheneWha” :
...................... Wearegomgmtheexamha" :
................... She IS gomgto therallway Statlon :
................... She'snot gomgtotheommarket 8
............................ WetOOktheblgp“Ze :
................... Wedld nouakethebmkenmmor _
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Exercise 6 — English to Arabic

1. Analyse what each word would be in terms of grammar and then form the sentence.
2. Determine the meaning (translation) of each word individually.

They broke the beautiful box. 1
.......................... T heyaremteatmgbeef :
................... They are eatmgthe dehuous meat 3
....................... | amwmmgtheQuramesson :
................... Thenewambassado“sfrom|raq :
........................ Thedeveraccountamls'“ :
Indeedthemansweap()mSlOSt ..................... :
............. |ndeed themstweapon : .k;.e.l.c.) n gsto the man e, :
.................. -|- heambassadorofmdla Isstandmg 9
................. The glﬂsmald 1s mthe new kltChen -
................... Thegratefm SIUden“SfromChma -
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Extension

The Adjectival Compound in Nominal Sentences

. The adjectival compound is easily confused in nominal sentences where there is also a

demonstrative pronoun.

. Look at the following and note how the complete sentences are formed.

. Carefully analyse which parts are the subject and predicate.

. When analysing “long” nominal sentences, always determine the subject (i) and
predicate (-=). And remember that between the subject and predicate we translate with

‘Gis,5 OI' GGare’B.

[/e - /g/ g g [ .
SraaSGaiz.dl aslfi)l sgs

This expensive bike is broken.

S L8 g
Azas axF0l sde

4 3 2 1
P 2 “ & “ “ “ A
5303 Sl o 13s | Lol ite | L el it RACA VS
This broken door is old. This door is broken. This door ... This is a door.
Complete sentence.
Note the adjectival compound. Complete sentence. Incomplete sentence. Complete
sentence.
4 3 2 1
“ « 2 I z < A 1A rd K I - P % P P B
2Bl Al Jadays | e s dadials | L dsdels | L dsecls
That ill man is sleeping. That manis ill. That man ... That is man.
Complete sentence.
Note the adjectival compound. Complete sentence. Incomplete sentence. Complete
sentence.
4 3 2 1
4 - 4 \ C

4 P .
L azlGl sde

La3lés VS

This bike is expensive. This bike ... This is a bike.
Complete sentence.
Note the adjectival compound. Complete sentence. Incomplete sentence. Complete
sentence.
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Ponder over the differences:

Analysis

Complete Sentence.

Bl TO-'&M

This is a door. The house is new.

Nominal Sentence.
Incomplete Sentence. P P
S SN | dgudlesd

....... TM
This dooris ........ The new house...

Part of a Nominal Sentence.

Complete Sentence.
B ;TW
— s
o)) o)l + 5,5 o

Nominal Sentence.

2 ”~
63285 &) 10

This door is
broken.

43 ) s B ~
Jafdiud) eyl

-

The new house is
beautiful.
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Complete Sentence.
el Tt)&w

B

Abpo s sn

Nominal Sentence.

_3,9§’ ’=£)U\:}Jb

This is a broken door.

Incomplete Sentence.

ARAD 358 erP ot 5(/&}““‘

@) ¢laall)

r

\o—

Part of a Nominal Sentence.

L oasSall el 10

This broken door is ....

Complete Sentence.
= TOJM

NEN:

ABp s eP et ZS(/LZ)}”N\

(a] ¢laadly

"

No—oro

Nominal Sentence.

5305 Sl el 13

This broken door is old.
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Exercise

Consolidation

Answer true or false:

Question

True False

The possessive compound is a complete sentence.

N

The adjectival compound is always an incomplete
sentence.

The possessed is always in the genitive case.

The doer is always in the nominative case.

A word containing the definite article cannot be a verb.

In a broken plural, the singular form remains intact.

Tanween on a word is a sign that it is only a noun.

Some verbs can have a Tanween.

OO Io |0~ |w

There are 15 prepositions in total.

Answer the following questions:

10

What cannot co-exist in a noun?
Why?

11

Give an example of a sound plural.

12 | What is an indeclinable noun? Give
examples.

13 | Give an example of a relative
pronoun.

14 | What do w=se- and ola. have in
common?

15 | The 2. is a “follower”. Explain

what this means.

16 | How many “followers” are there in
total.

17 | What gender are names of places in
Arabic?

18 | What are demonstrative pronouns
used for?

Clearly explain the grammatical difference between the following:

218 10 ARV
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20

Which pronoun is hidden in the following verbs?

Ias G

4
P4
.

K

546253

’e
2

s 5>

21

Write down the English terms for the following:

Sedlals

8,50

olas

ondlalls

0

Sl

L]

Sl

Jisl

e

5 )

O P8R
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Modern VVocabulary — Shopping & Eating

We have many (of)... P 1
Discount » 2
o>
Price , 3
B
Sales <> 2%
G50 4
The prices are low. » 337
P 2hssi okl S
i 2
What is the total’ solesdl 8 6
This is expensive. UJLE 15 7
Cheap .y 8
VR
Bill .
5(/’5[.'9 )
Bill please! PN I
P ELLAS O 187350 10
Fruit .
2456 i
Fresh frui . .
uit 253 235 2
Seasonal fruit .
JURENEVEgE ’
Apricot .2 4
@ aar-nan)
Pomegranate _
g ol >
Plum ’ 6
u"v:
Peach L3 7
>
Fig . 8
Pineapple P
PP A ’
Mango 5 1
9 £ ’
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Drinks

Drinks <59 b 2 1

O iR
Soft Drinks 238 el rbal 2
Juice o 3

B s

Juices L 4

el et
Orange Juice OGS 5
Apple Juice C@'j i 6
Pi le Jui A . 7

ineapple Juice u«abkﬂ »
Mango Juice 52 . 8

g ey
Tomato Juice P 9
PN

Pepsi 10
7up oy 11
Smoothie 5 12

Sl
Mocktail 13

iS5
Sparkling 5,150 14
Sparkling Water 5,155 sLs 15
Water P 16
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